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 Here is the Cobblestone Block. Everyone of the older residents of Batavia rememe
“bers ‘it as one:of the biggest, best and busiest buildings in Batavia shortly after
it was built by the late Benjamin C. and Ones Page. History does not record when.:
it was erected (about 1840), bub when it was torn down it gave way .to the Tomlmson
Building, having stood on the sight now covered by Noss .63, 65 and 67 Main Street
between FExchange Place and the Bank of Batavia,.

At the time that the photograph was taken (aboub 1868) James M. Walkinshsw had
succeeded Orlando Fellows and was conducting a drug store at No. 63 in the store
that E, D, Reeves now occupies in the same line of trade. Homer N. Kelsey had

his jewelry spot alecng the west wall of the store at No, 65, in which Skinner Bloom-

- .. field made gentlemen's clothing and sold haberdashery, with his stock displayed -

‘.. ‘along the east side of the store, Both of the men did such a good business’ that -
they i‘lnally decided to join foreceseso a partnerah_p was formeds Afterward Kelsey
‘and Bloomfield moved to the Clark Bu:n.ldmg, ‘at Main and Bank Street and svbsgquently
to the H:Llscn Bzuldmg. A o

Ty B. and H. Hem.tt s'car‘oed their dryaoods bm..nees in Nc. 65. Later they moved mto 5
- the store vacated by N. H. Bierce, where the Bank of Babavia now S’baﬁds late:r & "f_L,’che
arge atora»zww occup:-.ed by J . B. Gr:o_ffen and subs eqnently to Nn. 72 where Shey re-




 mained wnbil 'bhej sold out: la;s all (1908) to the Du@’lan Br 0““31' 5 - se:,veral ch.sng-

es have been made - ‘since ‘those a:;ye and now the Ellsy orth Variety Storc is ab Wos 65,

'Mackey Brothers Iﬂews Room sign can be dlst:m”mshed in uhe cwmmy.ng p:.ctme. S

It is rabher a singular thing that newspapers and periodicals have been sold in that -
same location for a great many years, while drugs have been sold for a much longer
period at the west end of the baald’mg. In 1873 Charles M, Bosworth and Charles L,
Backus purchased the business from the Mackey Brothers, James M. and Jolm A., who

had moved their newsroom there from lJ; Main Street, Mr, Backus socn retired and Mre
Bosworth, sanetime later, sold out to andrus C. Holdridge, son of Billings Holdridge,
and who was succetded by Bradley S. Smith, who had been a clerk in the store. Mr,
Smith's brothey, Louis E. Smith, was later associated with him o On June 13, 1895,
Bradley S. Smith, who had cont::med the business after his brot her had started a shoe
store, sold the business to C, X, Haynes of Lyons. During the time Mr. Haynes was in
business in Batavia he devised a new means for placing torpedoes on railroad trackse
In 1898 Mr. Haynes disposed of the business to Orville Howard of Wisconsin, who can-
ducted the store a short time, selling it in 1899 to Arthur He Marshall who now con-
‘ducts a newsroom an Jackson Street, Mre Telfair, who is a clerk in the Bank of Bata=-

~ wvia, dissolved pJuncrshln in 902. George D. Worthington of Buffalo and his brother-
* ine~law, Lecnard C§ Weod of Stafford, purchlased the stock and conducted a book and -
stationery store (not handlir ng newspapers) , mbil 1907, when the Mac Greevy- Sleght-

- De Graff Company of Elmira and Canendaigua, the prc.;cn’o cccupants, succeeded thems -

o on the gi*cémd floor of the two-sho oy bu:.ldmcr ;;us‘b to the east of the Cobblcstone i

Block, Niles H. Bierce had his drygoods otore for a great many years. Later, To Jds-
,S’oeph“nson cold men's garments on the same site, subsequently moving to the cormer of
:‘Main and State S‘orects. Mr, Bierce moved to the wooden building 2t Main Street and-
Clark Place and in 1880 put up the brick structure now known as the Bierce Building,

- fnother ﬁc"z:oant of . Kc. 69 was 0, Mo ,)oswort’a with his shoe store, He sold oub to -
Gillette and Prentice 2 few years before the bcu_la:.-b was ’co:m dowm to make room for
the Bank of Batavia (“0. 69). : :

Overhec.d were the lew offices of Wekeman and nyan, which exbended over the whole :

- ‘secontl floor, Mre Bf':yan owned the building and when he died was succeeded in the
law-partnership by the late Moses Taggarte. Mre. Wakemants law-partner was William G. ,
Wabson, who is at present an active ai;tomay in Babaviae

Ublmkﬁl-g E=Ii’lburn of New York studied law in this office when he first came to Batavia
- from England, From a curly-headed student in these law offices to the presidency of
the Pan American Exposibion and to beibhe foremost attorney employed by the Standard
0il Company is quite 2 jump, but Mr. Milburn was able to accomplibth'its A Batasvian .
said the other day that he could remember {rith distinctness the curly head of the law
student protruding from the front window of the office on the afternoon of a hot sume
mer!s daye. Anobher law student there was Jolm Ne Beckley, who became a2 prominent attors -
ney in Rochester,

~ Scme of the occupants of the seccend and third floors of this famous old Cobblestone
Block are living today (1909)e On the northwest of the second floor Joseph Green had
. his barbershop a grest many yearse He was known to all Babavians as Joe and was ex~
“tremely populare. He could play the €iddle and was in great demend to fwrnish nusie
Lab danCmg parties, dJoe Greenl!s sign Can be seen in the picture standing on the side-
: ,'walk, and many Batevians have recollections of shmb,_mg over ite Right gbove ZLS the
> wlgn belongmg to I}ra ng;.mm ~the Dﬂnt:.st, w5 : : s

UJth;y over Ho. 65 Jz.g Te*r:fj.llger haq bo:fr.ét .ahop; Mrse Lottie and “ma Insley

= eonducted oreﬂcmk_z:c parlors over the newsroom, Miss Emma Insley (1909) is now ene

g:p" oyed :m th” Je C C, Barnes ‘%ailor shope Batk cf the Green barbershop, ‘.‘:'L‘llla‘_z':;(}.ﬂr_G,asey




~ ‘Conducted a boot shop for z mmber of years. HlS sans, John Po and William C. Casey,
are now proprietors of the grotery store at lo. 118 Main Sbreet. Behind the boot shop, i
Mrse Mary Perry and her son, C, 0, Stetson, freme pictures,  iMr. Stetson did the actual
work, while his mother superintended the financisl interests, John B. Halsted, a money
lender, made his headquarters at the same elevation as the boob shop and Dre Ben;xamn
ocCupied a suite of rooms on the third floor, where Gottlich Kies bound books in an ad-
Joining room, Another third "loor tenant. was Elias Gile, betterknown as "Pap%, who

~ had a2 cobbling shop. : !

Q. P, Knight, who made plctures , had his studio just beneath the sky-light which can
be seen plainly on the roof of the_bunilding, Mr. Knight was the leading village pho=~
tographer and specimens of his art are stored away by the dozens in plusn—covered
albums of Batavia families., 0ld and young alike were subjected to the tortures of the
steel head-holder in the Knight studio. At one time Mr, Knight had a partner and the
firm name was Knight and “ales. ' :

Two c*zg_rcerlnﬂ stunts were rerfo;.ued cn the old buildings The ceilings were much too o
low, and, as time went on, it was decided that som th:mg nust be dones The ceilings _
- could not be raised, so each floor in the stores was sawed completely zrowmd the base-
boards When all yas ready the floors were simply dropped dowm a foot to their new
foundation, In' spite of %this :_r@rcvcmont however, floors became too creaky, the walls
‘too.-musty and the stocks too dustye. though hmdreds arownd Batavia grieved to see
the building pass away, it was deemed best %o have the structure demolished, The pld
bu:.ld.:zg\t:as destroyed and a new one ‘bullt cn the s:atcv:.thout forcmg c.ny of th.e stores =
to close w cven tcmporerlly. ; :

Work was star te at tm m—;st end of t e 'buildi:xg'about 1881. ‘An addition was ,built.: on
~the rear of all of the three storés:: Wooden walls were constructed outside of the
- stone walls, Baker and Walkinshaw movpd ~in with Mre Kelsey and when their new store

. Was completed: they moved backe The same plan was pursued by Mr, Kelsey, who moved in
u‘ith,the Mackey Brothers, By the time the Mackey Brothers had moved back into their
store from the Kelsey establishment, the building which stands on the sight today (1909)
was completed. ; e A o . .

Back of the block n.bere was a wooden building, Benjamin C. and Ones Pag,e, who Came %o

Batavia fom New Hampshire in 1838 occupied it before they sold their bake shop to .

. Baker &~ Walkinshaw, The 7Pages baked little round crackers and sold oysters, earning

AN env:.able reputation as to the merit of their crackers, which were delivered in brown
' batchers pgper e.nd sold to htmdreés of p°op'ie throughout ’Jeatern New Yorke

“He. Ullllans Brobhers? shoe store was in No. 67 long befcre this picture was taken. :
~ Robert Me jilliams, one of the fimm, married a daughter of the late Gilbert Peck of
East Bethany and is now a resident of Detroibt, lMichigan,
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